C2ll0845 130 1114 or visit
www.balkanholidays.co.uk

aveller?

holidays by coach & air

| Casuarina Resorc & Spa
TripAdvisor Traveller Rating:

loejcooce! il

Based on 851 traveller WS

INTWIN ROOMS
ON SELECTED
DATESA

INCLUDES:
ccommodation at the 3% plus Casuarina
=sort & Spa, near Trou aux Biches

perior air-conditioned room with
suite and a balcony or terrace

=zurn flights from Gatwick flying with
suish Airways. Other airports are
=ilable at a supplement.

=curn airport transfers in Mauritius
security fees, airport & passenger taxes
ercury Holidays Representative in resort

5% reduction for spa treatments”

EE selected watersports & diving initiation

“SUARINA RESORT & SPA
i | week 10 nights 2 weeks

from| £949 £995 £1049
from| £1049 £1095 £1129
from! £1099 £1149 £1179

£949  £1129 £1169
ights B&B in Dubai fr £79'pp

DA”_Y MIRROR SATURDAY 31.01.2015

olidaymakers heading to
Norfolk often end up to the
north and east of the county,
but I say go west. There’s

give it kudos as a family holiday destination,
and we set off for our four-night stay near
King’s Lynn armed with several sleeping
bags, a few boxes of food and a stack
of towels. :

Hardy campers were not, so it was lucky
the campsite had an area containing eight
‘pods’ - rounded wooden structures with
much more protection than canvas.

Inside, there was a double bed, sofa bed,
and all the essentials, a fridge, microwave
and TV, So far, so good.

The kids were champing at the bit to get
to the seaside so, stopping only to purchase
the obligatory bucket and spade sets, we

at Hunstanton to the much more charming
Old Hunstanton where,
unusually for the east coast,
the shore faces west.

After parking above the
beach, it was a short walk
down to a huge stretch of sand
where we did all the things
people who don't get out on a
beach much do... weran about,
wrote names with sticks, drew pictures,
built sandcastles and collected shells.

fresh air was exhilarating, and in no time
at all wed shaken off the city and fully
embraced coastal living, Norfolk style.

On the wayback to the car, we went into
an antiques, arts and crafts centre, which
had a vast array of gifts and knick-knacks

WITH CAPTAIN GREYBEARD

loads in the western part to

headed past the arcades and funfair rides .

Wed shaken
off the city

and took on
coastal life

The sheer expanse of open space and

e

pre
PODS Rounded
structures perfect
for camping novices

- including original Beatles LPs from the
60s. After Id said ‘don't touch” for the 100th
time, it was definitely time to leave, so we
headed back to the car.
Dinner was at The Gate pubinMiddleton,
a homely welcoming place with friendly
staffand a decent menu of traditional meals
including fish and chips, steaks and pies.
The next day, we decided to check out
Castle Rising, a 12th-century fortress, which
- was spectacular. The children,
Ruby, six, and four-year-old
George, enjoyed running down
the steep grass verge into the
now dry moat.

From certain angles, the castle
looks almost perfect. Closer
inspection reveals that the roof
has largely disappeared, but

most of the walls are intact. There are even
rooms which remain as they would have
been in medieval times. >

We romped around pretending to be
knights and princesses, marvelling at where
the oven would have been in the kitchen.
Although the upper floor is no longer there,
we enjoyed exploring the walkway which
runs around the edge and imagining the




a barbecue outside our pod and slept like

STURDY
th-century
Castle Rising

banquets that happened there all those
centuries ago.

‘When wed had our fill, a five-minute walk
down the road took us to the pretty Unique
Garden Tea Rooms.

For any royalists out there, a trip to this
part of the world would not be complete
without a visit to Sandringham House, the
Queen's winter residence. But if it’s the great
outdoors you crave, then Sandringham
Country Park has 600 acres of woods and
parkland. During the summer months, there
are tractors with trailers to take visitors all
over the grounds.

The house itself, set in extensive gardens,
is worth a visit because it looks as though
every gift the Queen's ever been given while
trotting the globe has been put on display
here. The mishmash of styles gives the place
a strange feel. >

Asyouwander around you can't help but
picture the royals relaxing there over
Christmas, taking the corgis for a turn in
the grounds and eating one of the hugelocal
turkeys. (sandringhamestate.co.uk, family
tickets £33.50, adults £9.45.)

Asthe weatherhad perked up, we enjoyed

BRAVE Ruby and
George meet
. some old friends

logs thanks to all the fresh air wed enjoyed.

The next day we took the children to
Dinosaur Adventure, which meant driving
east into mid-Norfolk to Lenwade.

The place had been recommended by
friends with kids and didn’t disappoint.
(dinosauradventure.co.uk, adults £9.45,
child £12.30.)

‘We walked for MILES that day, so wear
decent footwear. By the end, wed collected
all eight stamps on the passport wed been
given which meant a medal each (hurrah!).
My highlights were the Dinosaur Trail,
where you walk through a forest peppered

You cannot help but
picture royals relaxing

with prehistoric creatures, and the Secret
Animal Garden, where the kids quite happily
let all sorts of things crawl over their hands,
including a cockroach. Yuk!

We headed back via the North Norfolk
coastal town of Cromer, where we enjoyed
dinner in the Cliftonville Hotel's Bolton's
Bistro before driving back to our pod.

The campsite — King’s Lynn Caravan &

Get there

8 Pitchup.com has
breaks inaCamping |
Mega Pod (sleeps up [t
to4) at King's Lynn
Caravan and
Camping Park from
-£40pn. The site
also offers pitches
for traditional camping.

& King's Lynn Caravan and Camping
Park is in North Runcton, close to the
the Hardwick roundabout where the
A4T, A0, A149 and AT7 meet. King's
Lynn railway station is about 4 miles
8 Tourist info: visitnorfolk.co.uk

BEST TIME TO 60 If Norfolk's good
enough for the Queen it's good enough
for the west of us spring-autumn

Camping Park - is perfectly placed near the
A47 to get out and about easily into King’s
Lynn itself with its historic buildings, shops
and markets,

The washrooms were kept clean and
there were plenty of showers, sono queuing
— always a bonus when indulging in a spot
of communal living.

Our last day of fun in the West Norfolk
sun was spent at Brancaster, another
enormous stretch of sand where we bravely
had a picnic without a windbreak. The
children even put on their swimsuits and
ended up wet, sandy and happy.

Our stay had been jam-packed and we
hadn't even had time to make it along to
the RSPB nature reserve or the Hunstanton
Sea Life Sanctuary.

But there’s always next summer...
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C , N ing a
major exhibition Churchill: Science in War
and Peace to March 1, 2016.

it sgotliqhts, individual scientists and




